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LETTER REGARDING POLLUTION OF PETTIBONE CREEK ON PART OF SEVERAL
FACTORIES OPERATED AT NORTH CHICAGO NSTC GREAT LAKES IL

05/22/1912
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
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~ \3v OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 
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0 U. 5. NAVAL TRAINING ST A TION, GREAT LAKES, 

.... 

1. Ever einoe its establishment thie Station has 
been eubjeoted to great annoyanoe and an inAanitary oon­
d1t1on hno beon orento4 by the pQllution of Pettibone 
Creek on tho part of several factories operated at north 
Chicago. 

11. ~1he r•oor411 of th~• of:t'ioo allow that my ~rec\•- · 
oonoor hae on eeYeral oooaoione inT1to4 the attention 
cit the faotorifu1 in queotion and ot the munioipnl o:ffioern 
ot your city to thie highly objectionable condition, and 
roqueeted th.at proper etepe be taken to abate the nuieanoe . 
After a period of seven years, however, the conditions re­
mnin as bad ae ever, and, apparentl7, nothing has been done 
to afford rolief. 

~· Thie condition has now a~aumed n more ooriouo 
_fonn. 1n tha t it 1a proving deetruotiTe to Govornmont 
yiJ'l')porty. a numbor o:r our lJontc hn.vinp: boen r11'nod by tho 
ro<1cl1 t'lh a tnoolorat'l on of tho wutor. j t 1n to b o riotod, 
t oo, t11ut thio pollution ot Pettibone Croelc 1n turn pol­
lutun J,ftk:e r.u ohign.n, the 5ouroo o! ·the ntu.t1on t n wntor 
aupply, thoreby dofoat1ng the objoot of the expone1Te 
eewa.Be d1apoo8l plant installed here and creat1n8 a oon­
d 1 t1 on whioh ie a general mennoe to tho health of the 
onmmunJt7. 

4. It is only reasonable to expeot thnt the munio1-
pal o~f~oers, business men. and o1t1zene of north Ch1oago 
eh011ld <!"es lizn that this institution is one in which th:>1 
thomnelvoe should tako an 1ntoreo1:, and t ht.t t 1. hoy £1h0Uld 
nr:> t J•'»rm1 tJ A nu lttlllnoa of th hJ .P-Or'ft bo bo )H11· r..,tuci t,,<l lieu·•· 
lb mue:sts \to e r11usrent to you tJio.t tlll:to ia a vory tuu·1CJUO u>.a'O· 
ter, end one which iehould be taken in hand without dela7. 
I requeot, th4'r&fore, that you inform mo aa early ae poa­
aible as to what aation it is proposed to t ake in t he 
premieee, and when it ia proposed to inatitute it. 

VGry truly yonrn, 

ftJ .~·~ 
CAPTAill, U. S. NAVY, 

0omm.Bndan1J • 

~'li tt J•1•cui1'1 ottfi Jt. t14 OutU\O t l of 
?Jo-rth Ohioago, Illino1e . 
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